
In middle and high school, strong family-school partnerships are built when
educators, families, and students have trusting relationships and ongoing
collaboration around student learning and well-being. The most effective family-
school partnerships equip families with information about what their child is
learning, how their child is progressing, and how families can support their child’s
education at home. 

STRATEGY

ACADEMIC
PARTNERSHIP IN THE
SECONDARY GRADES

PROCESS

1.First, invite families into partnership! Communicate to the caregiver students have
identified as their “home adult” that students will be sending an academic reflection
email and they are encouraged to respond.

2.Next, teach students what to do! See examples in editable resource!
3.Then, develop a classroom routine! Hold about 10-15 minutes in class every two

weeks for students to reflect on their learning and to send their emails.  
4.Finally, dialogue with families and see student outcomes improve! Follow up with

families as necessary with additional information, ways in which families can support
their child, and reply to any questions they ask. 

encouragement, guidance, and expectations and
teachers can reply with additional information, tools,
or resources as necessary. This strategy ensures that
students, families and educators have the same
information and sustains open lines of dialogue about
student learning and social-emotional well-being. 

Every two weeks (or at the interval you determine!),
middle/high school students email designated family
members directly from the classroom to share 
what they are learning and how they are 
progressing in class. Students cc their 
teacher on the email. Family members 
can then reply with
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Dear [family member], 

This week in [insert teacher’s name]’s class, we are learning about _________.
To show that I understand what I’m learning, I am/will ________________. 

My most recent grade in this class is___________. I feel ___________ about this
grade because __________. 

Student selects from one or more prompt below to complete the email. 

SAMPLE STUDENT EMAIL

Introduce the strategy during beginning-of-the-year relationship building calls;
student enrollment; through a school-wide email, newsletter, or robocall; at back-
to-school night; during the first family conference (aka parent-teacher
conference); or at any other family event. For families who don’t use or have
access to email, provide alternatives! If email isn’t an option, consider the
following: 

TIPS

You may not speak the same language that the student writes the email in for
their family member. You may elect to use a platform such as Google translate to
translate the student’s message and to correspond with the students’ family.
What is most important is the students communicates to their caregiver in a
language that the caregiver can understand.

using the messaging platform attached to online gradebooks
a text on a group thread (you, student, and caregiver)
a brief phone call during school hours
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Dear families and caregivers,

This year we’re trying something new! Every other week, your student will
send you an email sharing what they’re learning in class and how they’re
doing academically. In these emails, students might: 

narrate what they’re currently learning
share a recent project or test grade
describe how they’ll know that they’re successful
talk about challenges or ask for help at home
and reflect on their overall academic progress and feelings about school 

It is my hope that these emails can open up lines of communication and give
students ownership of their learning. I will be cc'd on each email and it is my
hope that you will reply with encouragement, guidance, expectations, and
questions. Research shows that when students see teachers and families
work together, they are more likely to experience success in school. 

Feel free to reach out with any questions! I look forward to our partnership
this school year. 

Best, 
[Your name]

SAMPLE TEACHER-TO-CAREGIVER EMAIL
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS FOR STUDENTS 
Share these prompts with students and ask them to choose one to reflect on in
an email to a family member. They can attach relevant data when appropriate.

Did you try your best on your latest assignment?
Were you prepared for class, both in attitude and supplies?
Are you happy with your class performance? If yes, what should you keep
doing? If no, what can you change?
What did you do well in the assignment?
If you could redo the assignment, what would you change?
Is there anything you're struggling to understand?
What are you curious about in this class?
How can your teacher or family support your learning?

REFLECTION: ACADEMICS 

How do you feel about school? About yourself? Why?
What goals are you working towards? Why are they important?
How are you using your skills and talents?
How are you growing as a person?
What are you excited about?
How do you feel about your workload: bored, balanced, or overwhelmed?
What's going well for you? What's challenging?
What’s causing you stress?
What support do you need from family, teachers, or peers?
How have you shown good decision-making?
Who have you been a good friend to? How do you know?
When did you last show leadership skills?
When did your emotions affect your actions?
Have you had any disagreements? What were the perspectives, and how
were they or should they be resolved?

SELF-REFLECTION: SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL WELL-BEING 
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